
PRELUDE                                                                                          Mary Wescott 
                 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO LENT 
 
OPENING HYMN                          “As the Deer Runs to the River”                                ELW #331 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

L: God of Light,  
C:  We confess that we have gone astray and have left Your light. 
We follow the dim lights of the world of success and fortune. 
We follow the dim lights that call us to be more religious by following rules. 
We follow the fading light of trying to do everything ourselves. 
Forgive us for not seeking the true Light of Your love for all the world. 
Forgive us for not following the ways of Jesus, who commanded us to love one another. 
Call us to be light-bearers of love, compassion and justice, in which the Mystery of Your 
Love is revealed. In the name of Jesus the Savior, we pray. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE              “Kyrie Eleison”                            Larry Olson 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious God, you are good to all people, no exceptions. You fill us with compassion and 

grace. Help us to move beyond what tradition desires into what you desire for us and all 

people.  Amen  

 

CHILDREN’S TIME             
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GOSPEL READING                                                                                            Matthew 5:17- 48 
Jesus said “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder,’ and ‘whoever 
murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sis-
ter, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the 
council, and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So when you are offering 
your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against 
you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, 
and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the 
way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the guard, 
and you will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the 
last penny. 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that every-
one who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your 
right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your 
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.[j] 30 And if your right hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your 
whole body to go into hell. 
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I 
say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, causes 
her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, 
but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you: Do not swear at all, either 
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for 
it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. 37 Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the 
evil one. 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you: 
Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also, 40 and if 
anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, give your coat as well, 41 and if anyone forces you to 
go one mile, go also the second mile. 42 Give to the one who asks of you, and do not refuse any-
one who wants to borrow from you. 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I 
say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be chil-
dren of your Father in heaven, for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends 
rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward 
do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers 
and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the gentiles do the same? 48 Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

    L:  The Gospel of  the Lord  C:   Thanks be to God 
 
SERMON                                                                               Intern Pastor Amy Vigesaa 
 
HYMN  OF THE DAY                       “Seek Ye First”                                     Karen Lafferty        
 

                     

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you 
Allelu, Alleluia! 
  
Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you 
Allelu, Alleluia! 
     © Copyright 1972 Maranatha! Music 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A1-7%3A29&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23264j


APOSTLES CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended 
into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PEACE 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

   L: Lord, in Your Mercy   C: Hear our prayer 
 
NOISY OFFERING                                                                                  The Drawer 
                  
OFFERING  
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER    
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 
love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
CLOSING HYMN                  “Arise, Your Light Has Come”                                   ELW #314                  
 
POSTLUDE                   



WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT FAMILY 

OF CHRIST?   

Information is available from the ushers and 

in the literature stand outside the church  

office at the West entrance. If you are looking 

for a faith community, please fill out the insert 

or visit our website at www.familyofchrist.com.  
 

KID ACTIVITY BAGS filled with coloring  

materials and other resources are available in 

the back of the worship space for those that 

would like them. 

WELCOME FAMILIES!   

We are glad that you are worshipping with 

your children and want you to feel welcome.  

 

There is a “Pray Ground” for quite play in the 

front right of the sanctuary.   

 

If you or your little one needs a break or  

louder play, there is a “Pray Room” on the 

West side of the sanctuary.    
 

 

Welcome to Family of Christ 
You are welcome to participate in worship this morning the way you feel        

comfortable. This includes the invitation to join us for Holy Communion. 

All Are Welcome, No Exceptions!  

Everybody Is Somebody Here 

“Everybody is Someone Here” 

Worship 9:30am Sundays 

Sunday School 10:45am  Sundays 

Confirmation and Youth Group 
6:20pm Wednesday Nights 

*Worship Online at www.familyofchrist.com 

You Are Needed Here: Serving at Family of Christ  
 

As we step into this new year, we do so looking to 
engage all people in our community in helping us 
to be who God wants us to be. We need your gifts 

of service to make the work of this community 
happen.   

 
Over the past month we have highlighted some of 

the serving opportunities at Family of Christ.  
 

 If you haven’t completed one yet there is still time to signup to show 
your gifts of service.  

The Servant Opportunities signup sheet is available at the usher’s 
Stand or in the kiosk at the West Entrance. 

Scan for Worship         

volunteer opportunities 


