A Service of Lessons and Carols
December 29th, 2024
9:30 a.m. Worship

Welcome to Family of Christ
\ You are welcome to participate in worship this /-
) ) morning the way you feel comfortable. ﬁ W‘;’ ), W W‘" i@
FamilyofChrist All Are Welcome, No Exceptions! § Sl n W)

FAITH, LOVE, and COMPASSION Everybody Is Somebody Here

Inviting All to Live the Gospel through Faith, Love, and Compassion

PRELUDE
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN “Joy to the World” ELW #267

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
By day and night he shines for all to see.
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
that the world may see the justice and richness of God.
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus is the light of the world.
Jesus is the light of our lives.
Sing to God a new song!
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

OPENING PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Gracious God of heaven and earth,
you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—
a beam of light that shines through Jesus.
Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.
Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world
and in our hearts.

Amen.
INTRODUCTION
OPENING CAROL “ O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW #283
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7

’The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness— on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they re10|ce before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. *For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.



°For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned
as fuel for the fire.

®For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders and
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore.

SHARING
CAROL “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW #254
SECOND LESSON Micah 5:2-5a

2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me

one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,

from ancient times.”
® Therefore Israel will be abandoned

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return

to join the Israelites.

*He will stand and shepherd his flock

in the strength of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness

will reach to the ends of the earth.
®> And he will be our peace

SHARING
CAROL “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW #279
THIRD LESSON Luke 2:1-7

In those dags a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
reglstered This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 2All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of DaV|d called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.°While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

SHARING
CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW #270
FOURTH LESSON Luke 2:8-20

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ° An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. '° But the angel said to them “Do not be afraid. | bring you good
news that will cause great joy for all the people 'Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. ' This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”



3 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God
and saying,
'* “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
'> When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.”
°So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. ' When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child, "® and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to
them. " But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. ?° The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.

SHARING
CAROL “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” wv. 1,2,4 ELW #282
FIFTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-11

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi® from the
east came to Jerusalem ?and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
*When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. * When he had
called together all the people s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where
the Messiah was to be born. °“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the
Erophet has written:
“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.
"Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. ®He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefuIIy for the child. As
soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and worship him.”

° After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it
rose went ahead of them until it stoPped over the place where the child was.'® When they
saw the star, they were overjoyed. =~ On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
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CHILDREN’S TIME
CAROL “Away in the Manger” ELW #277

SIXTH LESSON John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He
was with God in the beglnnlng Through him all things were made; without him nothlng was
made that has been made. * In him was life, and that life was the Ilght of all mankind.’ The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
°The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. '° He was, in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world d|d not recognize him. "' He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. " Yet to all who did recelve him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— '* The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202:1-11&version=NIV;MSG#fen-NIV-23171a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202:1-11&version=NIV;MSG#fen-NIV-23176b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:1-14&version=NIV;MSG#fen-NIV-26050a

SHARING

CAROL “Silent Night, Holy Night” ELW #281
SHARING

PEACE

NOISY OFFERING Family of Christ Community Fund

OFFERING
PRAYER

HOLY COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise God, all creatures here below!
You are the shepherds telling the story.
We tell it in the streets and across the land.
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.
We live with joy and go now in peace.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Go Tell it on the Mountain” ELW # 290
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*Thanks to all those who helped make worship possible.




