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From the Pastor . . .
We have been in the season of Easter for the last month and a half and I have been amazed at the
transition and new life that has emerged in our congregation and the world around us. Even though the new
life of spring and this Easter season has come to us slowly and winter seemed to try and hold on,
wonderfully the world is emerging around us in new and exciting ways. I am reminded of the words found
in the book of Revelation, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
This is the time of year when many new beginnings happen. Youth graduate from college, high
school, and preschool with anticipation and maybe even a little fear about what’s next. This is the biggest
time for home improvement and vacations to reinvigorate weary lives. These next few weeks are the major
time each year when people step into retirement, job changes, and new houses. New life is emerging all
around us.
The same is true in our congregation. As we finish our regular yearly education programs we switch
gears for wonderful events like VBS, mission trips, and youth volleyball nights. New life is merging as we wait
with anticipation for our new intern, Pastor Megan Eide. Our Youth Transition Task Force has recommended
some specific calls forward as we look to hire a new Youth and Family Minister. Family of Christ is entering
into a new time of Resurrection mystery that will bring us to places we haven’t been before.
Join us this summer as we embrace this new life God has given us and the amazing future we will
journey into with God in the center.
Peace,
Pastor Brent

Pentecost Sunday June 9th - Wear Red Sunday
The Spirit of God is alive and moving here at Family of Christ. Join us as we celebrate the
birthday of the church and the remembrance that God continues to move in and through
us as a community through the Holy Spirit. There will be noise makers, balloons, all sorts
of fun and we invite you to wear Red. Come and join in the celebration.

New Intern Welcome, June 16th
Pastor Megan Eide, our new intern, will be starting in the middle of June. We would like to
welcome Megan to our community with a special blessing during worship and a reception
afterwards. We will do this with a card shower. We invite you to share a favorite part of
the community and maybe add a gift card to a local restaurant or activity.
If you have any questions or wish to support Pastor Megan in any other way, please contact
a member of the Internship Committee:
Annie Yolitz - Chair
Carla Passon
Terry Lind
Gretchen Philpot
Shelli Mann
Nate Carlson
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Interested in Membership at Family of Christ?
Informational Meeting June 26th 6:30-8:00pm

Daily Reading for June
Follow along with us as we look at our faith roots and what it
means to be “Grounded in Faith”. Walk with us through the gift
of Pentecost and take a look at where our beliefs on baptism
and communion come from.

May 26 Sunday,: Romans 5:1-11
Monday: Romans 5:12-21, Adam and Christ
Tuesday, Romans 6:15-23, Slaves of Righteousness
Wednesday: Romans 7:1-6, An Analogy of Marriage
Thursday: Romans 7:7-25, The Law and Sin
Friday: Romans 8:1-17, Life in the Spirit
Saturday: Romans 9:1-18, God’s Election of Israel

Family of Christ is a very active church with many
opportunities for all age groups, ranging from
toddlers to senior citizens. Membership is not a
requirement for involvement but membership
will enhance your experiences here. We are a
member-driven congregation where new ideas
from members often generate new ministries
and opportunities for growth and service.
Contact Pastor Brent 952-435-5757 or
pastorbrent@familyofchrist.com with any
questions regarding our membership process.

Adult Ed-Faith and Daily Life
Sundays at 10:45am

June 2 Sunday: Romans 6:1-14
Monday: Romans 9:19-29, God’s Wrath and Mercy
Tuesday: Romans 9:30-33, Israel’s Unbelief
Wednesday: Romans 10:1-21, Salvation for All
Thursday: Romans 12:1-8, The New Life in Christ
Friday: Romans 12:9-21, Marks of the True Christian
Saturday: Romans 13:1-14, Love for One Another

How does our faith work with daily life?
Join us this summer as we find ways to talk
faith into everyday occurrences.
Please check the bulletin as there will be
several missed weeks due to other conflicts.

June 9 Sunday: Acts 2:1-4
Monday: Romans 8:18-39, Pentecost
Tuesday: Romans 14:1-12, Do Not Judge Another
Wednesday: Romans 14:13-23, Do Not Make Another Stumble
Thursday: Romans 15:1-13, Gospel for All
Friday: Romans 15:14-21, Paul’s Reason for Writing So Boldly
Saturday: Romans 15:22-33, Paul’s Plan to Visit Rome

A GOODBYE NOTE—to the Community of Family of Christ
My heart is full. I leave Lakeville being so very grateful for the
church I have been a part of for almost 20 years.
This is an enriching community - full of love, hope and acceptance. It offers thoughtful reflection and understanding of
Scriptures, and has compassion for social justice. The warmth
and fellowship, as well as the Gospel, fill me up each week. I
appreciate each one of you who have touched my faith and
made me stronger, more compassionate, more vulnerable, and
more joyful.
I will not forget your impact on my life. Thank you.
Love in Christ,
Janie Wegleitner
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Art in Fellowship Space
“God Moves My Brush”
This month the art in our fellowship space
is by Gary Holthausen.
Gary is a former member of Family of
Christ and in his retirement has honed his
skills as an oil painter.

RED CROSS
BLOODMOBILE
Tuesday, June 18
11:30am to 5:30pm
Donors and volunteers are needed. To volunteer,
sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway. To
donate blood, go to www.redcrossblood.org.
Call Glenda, 952-239-1420 for more information.

First time donors always welcome.
Invite your friends!

Guest Visitor from the Ilula Hospital
Tuliwumi (Tuli) Hingi, Principal of the Ilula Hospital Nursing School, will
be a guest at FOC on Sunday, June 9. Tuli was awarded an APIC National International Scholarship to attend the National APIC Infection
Control Conference in Philadelphia. The SPA Bega Kwa Bega board and
the APIC-MN International Committee are sponsoring her week
in Minnesota prior to the Conference. FOC sponsored Tuli in 2015 in a
nurse educator training program in Arusha. Tuli has worked at the Ilula
Hospital since 2005. Her professional experience has been in the HIV/
AIDS Care/Treatment Clinic, General Medical/Surgical Ward & Operating Room and the Reproductive and Child Health Clinic. Tuli has a
diploma in Mental Health Nursing (Morogoro), Certificate in Midwifery
(Arusha) and Certificate in General Nursing (Ilembula). She married
with one child & one step-child.
Tuli (dressed in white) working with nursing students

Tanzania Mission Trip
Due to scheduling concerns, the next Tanzania Mission trip has been postponed until 2021. For those who attended
the October 2018 Tanzania Mission Trip meeting and for anyone else who is interested in traveling to Tanzania in 2021,
please contact Pastor Brent or Vickie Heggen (vlheggen@hotmail.com). Sometime this fall Bega Kwa Bega of the SPAS
will be holding a travel group training session. When the date is known, all who are interested in the 2021 Mission trip
will be notified of the training. We are looking for a travel group co-leader who will be helping Vickie with the travel
arrangements. Our next scheduled meeting will be in August when we will discuss the March 2019 draft BKB travel
guide/costs, 2021 travel dates, fundraising opportunities and etc. Watch the August FoCus and church bulletins for the
date and time of the meeting.

Summer Outdoor Renovation
Outdoor construction and painting
We are looking for a few people to help us do some simple exterior repairs, power wash
the building and help us paint the trim. Please let us know if you can help throughout the
summer. Contact Donny Bergquist or the church office if you want to help.
Landscaping Design
We are hoping to take a deeper look at the way we care for and use our property. As we look
at upgrading and redesigning our landscaping we need your help. If you have experience or
interest in landscape design, native plants, and sustainable practices we would love your input.
Contact the office or Vickie Heggen if interested.

Special Thanks to all those that helped with Sunday School this year.
You are a blessing to so many!
Amy Klimpke
Steve Klimpke
Angela Davidson
Aaron Davidson
Alissa Boroff
Becca Benson
Dana Sahlin
Kristin Basballe
Suzie Bergquist

Sara Lulloff
Erin Hawkins
Josi Hellier
Gretchen Philpot
Jaime Worm
Jessica Christiansen
Michelle McCleerey
Abby Whittington
Nicole Solfest
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Youth Mission Trip Help

VBS 2019
CLAIMED:
Wildly Loved by God

Last Month we heard more about our youth
mission trip to Jamaica in June. We need your
help making this possible as we get ready for this
journey.
Here is what you can do:
• See the display in the narthex and take a list of
items we want to bring to the children’s
home.
• Make a financial donation with the envelopes
that are in the cups at the end of each church
row. We need to raise $4000.
• Get a Thrivent grant to buy groceries we need
to take to make and provide (we need at
least 3).
• Pray for our youth & the adults going with them.

Sunday, June 9 -Thursday, June 13
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Light meal provided 5:15pm - 5:45pm

Our evening VBS is designed for children ages 3
years old through 4th grade as our youth learn
about their identity in Jesus Christ! Through
Scripture, God constantly reminds us that we are
God’s children, and we are claimed and wildly
loved by Jesus. During VBS, we will explore our
identity in Christ by studying who God says we
are compared to who the world pushes us to be.

Mission Trip Send off June 16th
Join us during worship as we send our youth
and other adults going on the mission trip
to Jamaica, off with a blessing.
We would like the whole community here to
be a part of this support.

Online registration at www.familyofchrist.com.
Cost is $25 per person with a $70 maximum per family.

Register by May 31.

Thank You For Wednesday Nights!
We wrapped up a year of Wednesday night classes with a fun night of outdoor games, photos and the ever-popular
10 foot sundaes!
Thank you to all our fearless leaders:
* Janie Wegleitner and Emma Johnson (5-6th Grade)
* Kris Olsen & Pastor Brent (7-9th Grade Confirmation)
* Becky Nystuen & Nick Hendrickson (10-12th Grade). * MnM helpers Jim Korsa, Angie Korsa, and Lisa Cecchini
Also a big thank you to the youth leaders who faithfully showed up for one another as friends, as
peer leaders and as small group leaders.
And THANK YOU to all the kids who came to learn and play together each week.
It's been wonderful!
See you on the volleyball court this summer!

Light Night - Volleyball Begins

GRADUATION SUNDAY
IS JUNE 2

Now that the regular Wednesday
classes are over for the school
year, we look ahead to summer
volleyball! This is a great way to
stay connected to the youth at
Family of Christ throughout your
summer. Volleyball will start on Wednesday, June 26.
Stay tuned to Sunday bulletins for updates! Volleyball
nights are also referred to as LIGHT Night... We meet
at 6:30pm in the youth room (rain or shine). We visit,
do a check in and have a little study and then we head
outside for some super fun games of volleyball. IF it is
raining, we will have indoor activities planned. We
usually finish about 8pm.

Join us as we recognize our HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS and spend
some time giving them a blessing as
they continue with the next chapter of their lives. Let’s
celebrate these young women and men and the people God
has created them to be.

“CONGRATULATIONS!”
Morgan Condon
Sven Greseth
Max Hoffman
Trevor Korsa
Jack Soukup
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Kendra Flegel
Quinn Hatlestad
Ethan Knudsen
Anika Mann
Madison Williams

Transition Task Force Highlights
March—May 2019
Thank You to Transition Task Force Members
InterServe works with a short-term team known as the Transition Task Force (TTF) who is responsible for
handling transitional issues which celebrating history, evaluating and discerning current programming
strengths and weaknesses, and dreaming and visioning for the future. The pasts three months, this group
met at a few times a month to address mission, vision, values and goals for the children's and youth ministry,
and created a timeline of the history of this ministry and its context in the larger history of the church. They
assessed and evaluated using a congregational survey and youth survey. They hosted two education and
listening events, presented survey results to the congregation, and facilitated round table discussions. They
concluded their work by proposing a staffing strategy and job description draft to the Council for approval.
We are grateful for the time, wisdom, energy and discernment they offered the past three months.
Members:
From InterServe: Pete Erickson and Amy McGrew
From Family of Christ: Ryan Basballe, Ken Davidson, Shannon Flegel, Dana Sahlin, and Susan
Semmler
InterServe is currently facilitating a Search Team who will post job description, interview and hire a new staff
person to lead children, youth and family ministry. Over the summer Amy will continue working with Family
of Christ to strengthen and establish a sustainable children's, youth and family ministry.

Congregation & Youth Survey Analysis Highlights
If you were unable to attend the Congregational Event in May and receive a copy of the two-page survey
results, you can pick one up in the church office.
Prevalent in the survey, participants used the “I don’t know” response more than other churches particularly
regarding questions connected to effectiveness of children and youth ministry vitality. Connected with
responses in the short answer section, this reflects a lack of communication and stories of impact being told.
How can we educate the congregation on what is happening in the lives and spiritual development of
young people, and encourage adults to be a part of what God is doing?
Higher than other churches, participants believe “adults have authentic relationships with a variety of
children and teens”. There is vast potential to lean into this strong foundation of trust. Recent national
statistics reveal relationships with 5+ adults in a child/teen’s church experience is what makes faith stick past
confirmation / graduation because they are seeing faith lived out authentically. Is congregation open to
going deeper by developing adult mentors or other forms of intentional adult-youth relationship building?

Children, Youth & Family Director—Top Needed Traits and Skills
as perceived by ADULTS
as perceived by STUDENTS
6. Organized administration employing multiple programs
and events.
5. Providing opportunities to nourish relationships and
activities resulting in a welcoming atmosphere.
4. Effectively communicating to parents, students and
congregation.
3. Equipping young people for service and leadership.
2. Assisting youth in their faith life both 1-on-1 and in groups.
1. Developing authentic relationships among youth & adults.
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6. Spiritual—has a deep personal faith
5. Sense of humor—able to laugh, doesn’t
take everything too seriously
4. Organized—plans events and programs
3. Open-minded — nonjudgmental, willing to
let youth ask difficult questions
2. Leader—one who speaks up for youth in
congregation
1. Approachable — easy to talk to

Mission of the Month
360 Communities - Food Shelf
Hunger isn’t just an issue in the inner city. Many of our neighbors here in Lakeville and the surrounding
communities are in desperate need of Food resources. Please help us support these ministries with your
loose change and food donations.
Our noisy offering goes to support local, regional and international missions. Thank you for
your generosity.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
April 2019

MAY GIVING TO DATE

Total income for the month was $36,885
Total expenses for the month was $33,187
YTD Giving: $132,947 - Budgeted YTD: $135,206
(as of April 30, 2019)

Date

Attendance

Sunday
Giving

Electronic
Giving

GENERAL
FUND

05/05/2019

142

$3,839

$3,218

$7,057

05/12/2019

104

$2,056

$2,422

$4,478

05/19/2019

142

$3,051

$6,444

$9,495

Women’s Bible Study

Men's Bible Studies:

The FOC Women’s Bible Study group
will not be meeting during the summer
months. There will be a one day Bible
Study Retreat to be announced later.
Probably late July or early August. Stay
tuned!!

Join us on Tuesday and Thursday mornings as we
come together for fellowship, food and a chance
to look at the scriptures and our lives.

Family of Christ Staff Ministry Team:
Pastor:
Pastor Brent Erler
Pastoral Intern
Pastor Megan Eide
Interim Youth &
Family Minister:
Amy McGrew
Interim Children’s Minister: Cary Whittington
Musicians:
Mary Wescott, Morgan Jones,
Laura Porter-Jones,
Jessica Christensen
Choir:
Debra Capener
Administrative Asst:
Linda Bauer
Custodian:
Kelly Kritsberg

Family of Christ Lutheran Church
is a member of the ELCA

—Tuesdays – 6:30am
—Thursdays – 8:00am

Email us at: office@familyofchrist.com
Visit us at: www.familyofchrist.com
Telephone: 952-435-5757
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 Tues—Thurs
Closed Monday & Friday

“FoCus” is a monthly publication of Family of Christ Lutheran Church.
Please contact the church office to submit items for publication in our newsletter.
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June Family of Christ Servants
Sunday
06/02/19
AV Tech
Jeremy Mann

Sunday
06/09/19
AV Tech
Donny Bergquist

Sunday
06/16/19
AV Tech
Ken Davidson

Sunday
06/23/19
AV Tech
Nathan Blilie

Sunday
06/30/19
AV Tech
Chris Flegel

Closer
Lisa Cecchini

Closer
Mark Warner

Closer
Brian Boroff

Closer
Lisa Cecchini

Closer
Gerry Wills

Communion Server
Carla Passon
Scott Passon
Betty Peterson
Chad Specht
Kirstin Specht

Communion Server
Kathy Olson
Debbie Warner
Mark Warner
Annie Yolitz
Brian Yolitz

Communion Server
Karen Agee
Linda Bartz
Maury Bartz
Beth Wacholz
Gerry Wills

Communion Server
Jean Bakken
Kelly Benning
Cindy Carlson
Jim Carlson
Lisa Cecchini

Communion Server
Ed Hellier
Luke Hellier
Jeanne Miller
Miles MIller
Kathy Olson

Communion Setup
Jenn Hatlestad

Communion Setup
Kevin Hatlestad

Communion Setup
Rhonda Arnold

Communion Setup
Audrey Carlson

Communion Setup
Karen Agee

Fellowship
Karen Agee
Vickie Heggen

Fellowship
Jenn Hatlestad
Martha Johnson

Fellowship
Cheryl Wills
Gerry Wills

Fellowship
Amy Hellier
Kathy Olson

Fellowship
Audrey Carlson
Angie Korsa

Greeter
Kevin Gilmore
Tammy Gilmore

Greeter
Roy Hall
Annie Yolitz

Greeter
Audrey Carlson
Lisa Cecchini

Greeter
Josi Hellier
Luke Hellier

Greeter
Jim Korsa
Peter Nelson

Offering Count
Angie Korsa
Jim Schiprett

Offering Count
Kris Smith
Kirstin Specht

Offering Count
Lisa Cecchini
Gerry Wills

Offering Count
Kevin Hatlestad
Angie Korsa

Offering Count
Chuck Halvorson
Gerry Wills

Opener
Brian Boroff

Opener
Gerry Wills

Opener
Mark Warner

Opener
Gerry Wills

Opener
Lisa Cecchini

Reader
Dave Olson

Reader
Carla Passon

Reader
Scott Passon

Reader
Betty Peterson

Reader
Anna Simon

Usher
Dan Benson
Ed Hellier

Usher
Josi Hellier
Janeen Immerfall

Usher
Kris Olsen
John Wacholz

Usher
Barb Martin
Ron Nystuen

Usher
Anna Simon
Kris Smith

If you make any changes to the schedule, please contact Linda at office@familyofchrist.com
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Family of Christ Lutheran Church
ELCA

10970 185th St W
Lakeville MN 55044
www.familyofchrist.com

Vision Statement
Family of Christ seeks to be a Grace
filled family of God, living the Gospel
through faith, love and compassion.

Dates to Remember
June 2 - Sunday Worship
Graduation Sunday
June 9 - Sunday Worship - Pentecost
Tanzanian Visitor
June 9 - June 13 VBS
June 16 - Sunday Worship
Pastor Megan Welcome
June 18 - June 25 Youth Mission Trip to
Sunbeam in Jamaica
June 26 - Youth Volleyball
New Member Information Mtg.
June 23 - Sunday Worship
June 30 - Sunday Worship

Our Core Values F-A-M-I-L-Y:
Faith
Acceptance
Meaningful relationships
Impact
Love
Youth
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