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From the Pastor . . .
Last month we took several youth on camping trip to
Northern Minnesota. After a year of cancelled mission trips and
modified programming we felt that it was important to give these
young people a break, to just be and to experience God in a
different environment. So, seven youth and four adults made our
way to the Brainard lakes area for two days of faith and fun. Now
we did all the things you would do while at the lake with church friends. We swam in the lake, we paddled
around on kayaks, we made smores, played games, had faith discussions, and we created community.
Then, earlier this week we had a community picnic. The hope was
to find a way to reconnect with our Family of Christ friends and to reach
out to others. Before we even started there were 45 people milling
around, unlike normal church events when many of us wait until the last
moment. Not only that, but we had a bunch of families from the
Montessori show up as well as several neighbors. The food, games,
bouncy houses, and bubbles drew people in, but there was something else
that kept them there, community.
Whether you consider yourself an extravert or introvert you are created to be a part of community.
We are drawn together with others, around some common cause to do and become something more. This is
one of the biggest things Jesus did when he healed people. Not only did he address some brokenness in their
life, but the true miracle was that he brought them back into community from that which separated them,
whether that was from an unfortunate circumstance or a situation that they stepped into. We are so drawn
to community that we will even step into those places that may do us or others harm because we are simply
looking to belong. Yet we can also choose to engage communities that embrace us and others with love.
That’s what I see at Family of Christ. That we are a community that seeks to love the world and one
another with God’s amazing love, that all are welcome and everybody is somebody, and that we will walk
with one another hand in hand, side by side through times of joy and struggle. We certainly aren’t perfect at
this, but we are constantly moving forward and we do have a roadmap that reminds us that we are led by the
grace, love, and hope of a risen savior.
These continue to be uncertain times. From epidemics waxing and waning, global insecurity, droughts
and flood, family struggles and personal battles we cannot journey this life alone. We need each other and
we need communities that support us and help us become who we are created to be. We need a place and
people of hope that can and will change the world with God’s Grace. We need a Family of Christ. I’m glad
you’re part of that family.
Peace,
Pastor Brent

Worship Series
Words of Faith
There are many words that describe our faith Journey and in the Gospel
of Mark. These themes emerge as the disciples get to know themselves
and who God is in their lives. Join us this Fall as we look at those
“Words of Faith” that can ground us in God’s love and
our own identity and purpose.

Online Worship
As we move forward as a community, our online worship
services will continue. We will also make small changes to better serve those in our community and others
who are searching for a community of faith.

Join us September 12th as we kick off fall with a day of service and fun. We will be participating in some
local service activities, kicking off the new Sunday school year, and coming together for coffee and snacks.
Come and be a part of this amazing event. We will also be asking for people to re-sign up for service
ministries. All are welcome.

Thanks to all who made
the Community Picnic a
great success. It was a
wonderful evening.
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Adult Education will continue starting September 19th.
We will meet in the conference room on the west side of the
building and on Zoom from 10:45am-11:30am.
All are welcome.

Men's Morning Bible Studies:
Join us on Tuesday and Thursday mornings as we come together for
fellowship and a chance to look at the scriptures and our lives. Both
meetings are online at this time. Please contact the office for links.

—Tuesdays – 6:30 a.m.
—Thursdays – 8:00 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study
Monday, September 13th at 10:00 am
The Women’s Bible study will begin meeting monthly at 10am on the first Monday of the month
beginning in October. Due to the Labor Day Holiday, the September Bible Study will be held on
September 13th at 10 am at the church. The Bible study from the Gather Magazine will be used
again this year. The fall session will study The Gift of the Spirit.

All women are welcome.

Thursday, September 23rd @ 7 pm
Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor
The renowned and beloved New York Times bestselling author of An Altar in the World and Learning to
Walk in the Dark recounts her moving discoveries of finding the sacred in unexpected places
while teaching the world’s religions to undergraduates in rural Georgia, revealing how God delights
in confounding our expectations.
Contact the church office or Sandy Soukup for additional information.
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Sunday School
Join us starting September 19th as we kick off another year of amazing Sunday School. We will meet
immediately following church, sing a little, and break into classes to learn about God’s love for all of us.
Sunday School is for 3 year old - 5th Grade. Register online or at the table in the entry.

Bible Sunday
September 19
Join us September 19th as our new confirmation students receive
their NRSV Bible and those younger receive their Spark Children’s Bible.

From Our Children, Family and Outreach Coordinator . . .
Hi! I’m Dana Sahlin and I am the new Director of Children, Family and Outreach Ministries.
My family started attending Family of Christ in the spring of 2017. I am married to Jon, who is the
Chief Technology Officer at The Good Bead in Minnetonka. My oldest son, Caleb, will be a freshman at Lakeville North and my youngest son, Aiden will be in 4th grade at Cherry View Elementary. We also have a cat
named Ellie who is 18! I grew up in Burnsville and then attended UW- Eau Claire where I swam and graduated
with a double major in education. I was a teacher for 10 years before I decided to stay home for a bit. I am
now a part-time tutor at Cherry View Elementary.
I love all things games…cards, board games, outdoor games, etc. I look forward to working with families as we come back together.
At FOC, we hope to continue with our familiar youth programming and outreach opportunities. We
also hope to expand, grow and try new things as well. If you have thoughts, ideas, suggestions on how we
can connect, serve and learn together - please reach out to me. My email is dana@familyofchrist.com.
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Wednesday Night Format Changes
As we are still in transition in our Children, Youth, and Family ministry, we are making some changes to
Wednesday nights. Thanks for your understanding in this time of transition.
Wednesday night format will be:
6:00 Pizza
6:20-7:40 Confirmation
7:40-8:40 Youth Group

Confirmation
All 6-9th graders are invited to join us for Confirmation and a time
to learn more about their faith and daily life. This is a chance to
continue to develop faith foundations in a safe environment where
our youth can bring their questions, doubts, and real selves.
Class will start on September 15th.
This year classes will run from 6:20pm-7:40pm.
Register online or in the entry.

Youth Group
We are trying a new format this year. First Youth Group will be September 15th. All 9th-12
graders are invited to join us in the youth room from 7:40pm-8:40pm for a time of fun,
discovery, and faith. Each week we will spend some time getting to know ourselves, God,
and how we are part of a community. This is a chance to be real and find hope in a world
that often tries to push us where we don’t want to go. Contact Pastor Brent with any
questions.

Fall Retreat
All youth Grades 6-12 are invited to join us for
a weekend of faith, fun and friendship. It will be
September 24th-26th at Spring Lake Lodge
in Rosemount.
SAVE THE DATE and watch for further details.

Thanks to all those who helped with the Youth Camping trip. It was an
amazing chance to have fun and grow in faith. Special thanks to the
Flegel’s who donated the use of their cabin.
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Mission of the Month
Trinity Care Center
This month our noisy offering will go to support Trinity Care Center. We have
been partners with Trinity Care for many years through our Christmas party and
gifts for the community and would like to grow that relationship. This month’s
noisy offering will be used to support the staff and residents of Trinity Care.

Covid-19 Update

In response to Dakota County having a growing transmission rate of the Covid-19
Delta variant, the CDC and other health officials are recommending that vaccinated
individuals wear masks in indoor settings.
We strongly encourage you to join Family of Christ staff in wearing a mask - regardless
of your vaccination status - while in the building for worship or other group activities this
weekend for the health and safety of our community.
Family of Christ Staff Ministry Team:
Lead Pastor:
Pastor Brent Erler
Pastor Intern:
Amy Vigesaa
Children, Family Outreach
Coordinator:
Dana Sahlin
Musicians:
Mary Wescott, Morgan Jones,
Laura Porter-Jones, Rebecca
Nystuen, Ann Mikiska
Administrative Admin:
Linda Bauer
Custodian:
Kelly Kritsberg
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Family of Christ Lutheran Church
is a member of the ELCA
Email us at:
office@familyofchrist.com
Visit us at: www.familyofchrist.com
Telephone: 952-435-5757
“FoCus” is a monthly publication of Family
of Christ Lutheran Church.
Please contact the church office to submit

Pastor Megan’s Ordination
On August 1 Pastor Megan was Ordained as a pastor in the Lutheran Church. Many of those
at Family of Christ were able to be a part of this special service. Pastor Megan’s first church
will be at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Davenport, Iowa.
st

Thanks to those who came and participated in our “Come to the Table” evenings this summer.
It was a wonderful way to be together, having fun and learning about God and
who he invites to the table…hint…ALL ARE WELCOME.

Community Volunteers
As we move into the Fall we are looking for many volunteers to help with the ministries of Family of Christ.
We are looking for:
Ushers
Scripture Readers (in person)
Online Readers
Communion Setup
Communion Distribution.
Please contact the office, sign up online at our web page, or in the narthex on Sunday Morning.
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Vision Statement

September
Dates to Remember

Family of Christ seeks to be a
Grace filled family of God, living the
Gospel through faith, love and
compassion.

Sept. 12 - God’s Work. Our Hands.
Kickoff Sunday
Sept. 15 – Confirmation and
Youth Group starts

Our Core Values F-A-M-I-L-Y:
Faith
Acceptance
Meaningful relationships
Impact
Love
Youth

Sept. 19 – Bible Sunday and
Sunday School Starts
Sept. 24-26 – Youth Retreat
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