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FAITH, LOVE, and COMPASSION

WELCOME FAMILIES!

We are glad that you are
worshipping with your
children and want you to
feel welcome.

There is a “Pray
Ground” for quiet play in
the front right of the
sanctuary. We ask that
families stay with their
little ones and try to keep
noise to a minimum.

If you or your little one
needs “a break” or
“louder play”, there is an
“Active Worship” room
on the West side of the
sanctuary. You can see
and hear the service from
this room.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit gathers us
together during this time
of worship

July 13, 2025
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Inviting All to Live the Gospel through Faith, Love, and Compassion

Welcome to Family of Christ
You are welcome to participate in worship this morning
the way you feel comfortable.
All Are Welcome, No Exceptions!
Everybody Is Somebody Here

PRELUDE
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Come. Wrestle with God, who receives us and welcomes
us just as we are.
All: Come, let us worship!
L: Come. Look around with questions, look around with
wonder, turning your head in every direction you can find.
All: Come, let us worship!
L: Come. God calls us into renewed relationships with one
another.
All: Come, let us worship!
L; Come. God invites us into new beginnings.
All: Come, let us worship!

OPENING HYMN
“God of Grace and God of Glory” ELW #705
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Gathered into one by God’s Spirit,
we are bold to confess our sins, our shortcomings, our
failures, right here in the open,
in the presence of God and of one another.

(silence for reflection)

God of grace,

We confess that we have failed you, failed ourselves,
failed one another. We assume the worst about those
around us rather than giving anyone the benefit of the
doubt. We do the same to ourselves, and sometimes, even,
we do the same to you.

We are stubborn and determined to hold a grudge. We fail
to exercise our imaginations, fail to recognize your
works waiting to be born, if only we would step up to
help, or sometimes, if only we would move out of the way.
Forgive us, O God, and show us another way forward.



All young and young at
heart are invited forward
during the Children’s
time.

AR

Hear the good news of the risen Christ: God is making all
things new! Your sins are forgiven.

God’s invitation is to another way of living.
Thanks be to God!

SONG OF PRAISE
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” ELW #857

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you call us to repentance and repair, when so
often we’d prefer bitterness and revenge. Remind us of
your plans for good, even in the midst of our own worst
choices. Help us to remember your own grace and
forgiveness, that we might use them as a model for our
own. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back
in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died,
‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.
” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the
place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as
he 1s doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you
and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

L: The Word of our Lord C: Thanks Be to God

GOSPEL READING Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or
sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as
seven times?” dJesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions
and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’



THE WORD

God speaks to us through
scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

To support the ministry of
FOC please use the QR
Code below or donate to

the offering plate.

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused;
then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy
on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you? And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

L: The Gospel of our Lord C: Thanks Be to God

MESSAGE Pastor Brent Erler

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Canticle of the Turning” ELW #723

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third
day He rose again; He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
NOISY OFFERING Dignity for Daughters

OFFERING



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE MEAL L: Lord in Your Mercy C: Hear our prayer
God feeds us with the
forgiveness and presence
of Christ. HOLY COMMUNION
All are invited to receive
these gifts of God.
No Exceptions!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Children are welcome to Our Father, who art in heaven,
come forward and receive hallowed be Thy name,
communion or a blessing .

and Goldfish Crackers. Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

BLESSING
THE SENDING
We are blessed and PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE

sent out into the world Lord God, you have called your servants

to share God’s Love . .

with all people. to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,

by paths as yet untrodden,

through perils unknown.

Give us faith to go out with good courage,

not knowing where we go,

but only that your hand is leading us

and your love supporting us,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SENDING HYMN
“Christ, Be Our Light” ELW #715

SENDING

POSTLUDE
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Brent Erler
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Mary Wescott FAITH, LOVE, and COMPASSION
Sound and Video
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*Thanks to all those who
helped make worship
possible.
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